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Victoria Miro 14

Victoria Miro presents the first UK exhibition by Yayoi Kusama since 2000.

Victoria Miro is pleased to announce a two-part exhibition by revered Japanese artist, Yayoi Kusama. Born in 1929,
Yayoi Kusama is one of the most influential and widely recognised artists of her generation. A contemporary and peer
of Robert Ryman, Donald Judd and Dan Flavin, Kusama first came to prominence in the early 1960s while living in
New York. Now living and working in Tokyo, Kusama continues to produce a significant body of work more than four
decades on. Part One of the exhibition will be presented at Victoria Miro 14 in October 2007 and will include new
infinity net paintings, while Part Two will be presented at Victoria Miro 16 in February 2008. Kusama first exhibited
with the gallery in 1998 and has not had a solo exhibition in London since the Serpentine Gallery survey in 2000.

Yayoi Kusama’s art is preoccupied by two interchangeable motifs, which can be traced back to early hallucinations
she first experienced in childhood - the dense, repetitive patterns she calls ‘infinity nets’ and multiplying polka dots.
This obsessive and condensed vision has shaped her life and work - the net and dot form repeated infinitely and
identically, eventually leading to self-obliteration:

" had a desire to prophecy and measure the infinity of the boundless universe from my own position with
each dot, with an accumulation of particles which are the negative of the holes in the net".

On exhibition are a number of monochromatic paintings commissioned especially for the vast gallery spaces,
including one work over 5m in length, reminiscent of the very first white net paintings Kusama exhibited at Brata
Gallery, New York in 1959. Physically and optically arresting in scale, these paintings create a disconcerting sense of
depth, the nets seemingly advancing as if to envelop the viewer and the entire space. They are compositions with no
defined beginning, middle or end — evoking the ‘infinity’ of their title and presenting complexity and subtlety within a
rigorously worked minimal structure.



Born in Matsumoto City, Japan in 1929, Kusama now lives and works in Tokyo. In a career that spans more than fifty
years, she has also made forays into writing, filmmaking and fashion design. Kusama represented Japan at the
Venice Biennale in 1993 and has been the subject of many major international museum exhibitions, including Yayoi
Kusama, National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo (touring Japan), 2004-2005; Kusamatrix, Mori Museum of Art, Tokyo,
2004; Yayoi Kusama, Le Consortium, contemporary art center, Dijon (touring France, Denmark, Korea), 2001-2002;
Love Forever: Yayoi Kusama 1958-1969, Museum of Modern Art, New York, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Walker
Art Center and Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo, 1998-99. In 2006 she was awarded the 18" annual Praemium
Imperiale Award for painting.

Kathy Stephenson Bryony McLennan Victoria Miro Gallery open Tuesday to Saturday
Director of Communications Press & Events Manager 16 Wharf Road 10am to 6pm, admission free
kathy@victoria-miro.com bryony@victoria-miro.com London N1 7RW info@uvictoria-miro.com

Direct Line: 0207 549 0422 Direct Line 0207: 549 0490 www.victoria-miro.com tubes, Old Street and Angel



