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The Victoria Miro Gallery is delighted to present the celebrated Scottish artist lan Hamilton Finlay’s
first exhibition in London since 1998. Idylls and Interventions will bring together a number of
Finlay’s seminal series of prints along with a major new work and recent sculptures. The
exhibition is conceived by lan Hamilton Finlay and Pia Maria Simig.

lan Hamilton Finlay is principally a poet - a Modernist artist who has consistently exploited nature,
literature and the potency of words in his art. For almost forty years, he has formed his works
using philosophical texts, myths, characters and images from the past to make enigmatic
juxtapositions and in so doing new thoughts. In 1961 he founded the Wild Hawthorn Press with
Jessie McGuffie and within a few years had established himself internationally as Britain's
foremost concrete poet. His publications continue to play an important role in the dissemination of
his work as a visual artist. As a sculptor, he has worked collaboratively in a wide range of
materials, having his concepts executed as stone-carvings, as constructed objects and neon
lighting. Since the mid sixties Finlay has lived and worked at Stonypath, south-west of Edinburgh,
where he has transformed the surrounding rural acres into a unique garden and life’s work; Little
Sparta.

Finlay was short-listed for the Turner Prize in 1985 and has been awarded two honorary doctorates
and one honorary professorship. He was awarded a CBE in the 2002 New Year’s Honours list. His
most recent solo show was “Maritime Works” at the Tate St Ives in 2002.

Artists hope to raise £50,000 through a silent auction of donated works to help secure the

long-term future of lan Hamilton Finlay’s unique garden and life’s work; Little Sparta

Anne Chu, Verne Dawson, Thomas Demand, Peter Doig, Chantal Joffe, Isaac Julien, Alex Hartley,
Chris Ofili and Tal R have generously donated works to a silent auction organized by the Victoria
Miro Gallery on behalf of the Little Sparta Trust. In 2003 lan Hamilton Finlay donated his garden to
the Little Sparta Trust whose objective is to secure the future of the garden and its treasures in
perpetuity. The auction will take place at the Victoria Miro Gallery from the 26 June to 4 July 2003.
Silent bids can be placed by email, phone or in person. Donated works can be viewed daily from
Friday 27 June between 10am and 6pm.
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